
/y'/pr/bv /j/a/c/zrf /%<?*% '/2.

jluxbu?}* (Slippy Wednesday, October 24,2001

Duxbury to State: Hear Us on Pilgrim

>

Fire Chief Bill Harriman points to the 10-mile emergency protection
zone around Pilgrim nuclear power plant at the town's emergency op
erations center. The Clipper met with Chief Harriman this week to re
view the town's emergency plans. See story on page 4.

By SUSANNA SHEEHAN

It's time for state and fed

eral officials to take seriously
Duxbury's concerns about the
Pilgrim nuclear power plant,
selectmen decided this week.

They plan to write letters re
questing action on issues of se
curity, evacuation, and dispens
ing the town's stockpile of po
tassium iodide.

Selectmen will review drafts

of the letters at their meeting
next week. They plan to incor
porate information that the
Duxbury Nuclear Advisory
Committee presented Monday
night.

This information includes

efforts by the committee and
Duxbury fire chief to request
the state allow the town to dis

pense its stockpile of potassium
iodide (KI) inside the evacua
tion reception center in

Braintree. According to
Nuclear Advisory Committee
chairman, Mary Lampert of
Washington St., state officials
refuse to allow potassium io
dide to be distributed inside,
because the state's policy is to
provide the pills only for emer
gency workers and people in
institutions, such as prisoners.
Instead, the state's plan is to
park a Duxbury fire truck on a
public street outside the evacu
ation center to distribute the

pills to residents (and others,
Lampert argues). Potassium

iodide is a proven thyroid-
blocking agent that can prevent
thyroid cancer if taken before
or shortly after exposure to ra
dioactivity. Town Meeting
2000 approved $5,000 to stock
pile 20,000 pills. According to
the committee, potassium io
dide is a safe, over-the-counter
drug approved by the Federal
Drug Administration. It is not
sold in stores but is available

over the Internet.

Lampert and the committee
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